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FACTS  ABOUT  LAKE  DICK 


Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 


OFFICIAL  NAME:  Lake  Diok 

LOCATION i  In  Jefferson  County,  Arkansas,  about  60  miles  southeast 

of  Little  Rock. 

PROJECT  HEADQUARTERS  t       Altheimer,  Arkansas 

HISTORY  OF  PROJECT i  Initiated  by  the  Resettlement  Administration,  now  the 

Farm  Security  Administration,  plans  for  the  projeot  were 
given  preliminary  approval  November  23,  1935;  final 
approval  March  12,  1936. 


PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT i  Lake  Diok  was  established  to  provide  a  self-sustaining 

community  for  80  economically  stranded  farm  families. 

PROJECT  DBSCRIPTIONi        This  co-operative  agricultural  community  has  a  tract  of 

3,500  acres  which  was  purohased  by  the  government  from 
the  receiver  of  a  bank  in  another  State.    The  projeot 
area  lies  in  the  basin  formed  by  the  Mississippi  and 
Arkansas  Rivers.    It  is  rich  farming  land  and  oontains  a 
natural  lake,  around  which  the  community  is  built.  As 
all  farm  operations  are  co-operative,  each  farmer  receives 
an  hourly  wage  and  is  entitled  to  a  proportionate  share 
of  any  surplus  profit.    Cotton,  the  principal  oash  crop, 
is  supplemented  by  cowpeas,  soybeans,  sweet  potatoes, 
Irish  potatoes,  syrup  and  grain  sorghums,  peanuts,  corn 
and  truck  crops.    Livestook,  co-operatively  raised,  in- 
cludes dairy  cows  and  hogs.    Each  homestead  unit,  averag- 
ing from  one-half  to  one  acre,  has  a  subsistence  garden 
and  a  poultry  flock.    Adult  members  of  the  homestead 
families  are  employed  on  the  farm  and  in  other  co-opera- 
tives.   Wages  from  this  employment  and  dividends  fromlne 
co-operatives  provide  a  cash  income.  .  Co-operative 
facilities  include  a  general  store,  sweet  potato  curing 
house,  meat  curing  plant,  feed  mill,  syrup  mill,  ware- 
house, repair  shop  and  machine  shed.    A  cotton  gin  is 
being  built.    A  community  center  has  been  built  and  an 
elementary  school  is  provided.    Children  of  high  school 
age  attend  the  school  at  nearby  Altheimer.  Necessary 
roads,  driveways,  walks  and  fencing  are  being  provided. 
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HOUSE  DESCRIPTION:  Houses  on  the  project  are  of  4  and  5  rooms,  nave  baths, 

and  are  equipped  with  eleotrioity  and  running  water.  A 
oentral  deep  well  furnishes  water,  which  Is  piped  to  all 
houses,  while  individual  sept 16  tanks  dispose  of  sewage. 
Each  homestead  unit  has  a  poultry  house  and  other  essen- 
tial outbuildings. 

HOMESTEADERS i  Residents  on  the  project  are  mostly  young  farm  tenant 

families  from  approximately  20  counties  in  Arkansas. 
These  families  faced  chaotic  economio  and  agricultural 
conditions  when  they  started  farming  a  few  years  ago. 
Although  economically  stranded  and  possessing  only 
rudimentary  knowledge  of  sound  agricultural  management, 
they  were  ambitious  to  become  self-supporting,  possessing 
qualities  which  indicated  they  would  make  the  most  of  the 
opportunity  the  projeot  offered. 


r 


